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A Midtown Manhattan loft inspires
designer Michael Cox to move Modern

ESIGHER MICHAEL COX WAS LIVING IN & CLASGIC 51X ON THE UPPER WEST
Side, complete with crown molding and paneling, when he fell for the
18-foot ceilings and sunlight-drenched rooms of a new construction.
The duplex loft on East 53rd Street that was mone modern than his tra-
ditional Foley & Cox style, But it was just the blank canvas that Cox and
his partner, Michael Sullivan, had been looking for: a place where they
could rotate art and sculpture languishing in storage, properly live with
Sullivan’s vast accumulation of books, and entertain without guests’
being boxed into rooms.

“The uniqueness of the space was really attractive,” says Cox of the
double-height two-bedroom, which has an airy open plan on the first
floor and master suite in the upstairs loft. Also inviting were the top-
quality finishes. “They were using doorknobs that we've used at Foley &
Cox.” says the designer, "and running oversized ceramic tile vertically in
the guest bath—things that we had done in our own projects.” conmmurn
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Univeraal Shebving System from
Moss. A long-armed Jean Prouwed
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Michael Cox characterizes the reading

Fatenca lamp swings 1o accommao-




Cox knew that no matter how cloge to "move-in condition”™ the

finished project turned out to be, he would soon be eyeing new fumi- ]
: s u) Cox dedn't alter the Litchen's contrscior
ture and art—especially when traveling abroad. “One of the hazards of i)
¥ 2 - sppilend finishes B statuary. machls back
this job is that you're conatantly finding things you fall in love with”

splaah counteitops that wrap the skde of
he says. So a neutral palette was a must in order to provide a gallery-
- ’ the mland; and buili-in catingty with
. : . 1 al

like setting for t hai naga architectural elements that he unties
ing for the T 4 tectural elemen at he mounted metal-lramod, frosted glass fronts
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“Thay're kooky Pop, ant as sculplure, the Buddha statues from Thailand, and the colorful bead

ed boxes from Bali. Re-editions of midcentury furniture and lghting

Jumt loved the ncidity of

tha ool classics from Jean Prouvé and Mies van der Rohe suited the Zeitpest of
the modern loft, and heiped balance Cox’s international treasures
The designer also played with the scale of the living areas by

Minfu chacolate RO ‘ mixing undersized and oversized fumnishings. In the living room, a

Labrador. Athena, . : low, 14-inch high cocktail table and a 16-inch-high sofa {three inches
ed a black . . shorter than standard) help ceilings soar; and in the master bedroom.
stripe 1o the thies ! . a massive leather headboard and large bedside chests “shrink the
sola. Sta bar . space—making it more nestlike” = See Ressurces
by Mark Albr

Duddha statuss Irom Thadlsrd sie gurroumnced b

ofchide on the cockim] table, Cox'y croado: *Create &

spade That aliows you 1o add your personabty,”




“It's all about the CRAZY, HUGE scale of that table. IT"S ONE SOLID SLAB OF ACACIA

that follows the natural outline of the tree.
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A Turkish textile drapes a
monolithic Ralph Lavran
eaddie-teather hoadtpand
Cox designed tha while-
laminate bedside chests
with walnul dravwars Teirs-
cofta horses from tha Han
Dynaaty thare real estate
with & Jacques Adnet
lamp—"rmy abeolule,
nbaolute lavarnite,” siya Cox
of tha Parks Nea-market find
“That timy lamp vith that

anarmous hoadboared.”

Roboeca, an oll portrall by
Santa Monica-baved artlal
Jennifer Nohrbass (like Cox, a
Rnlph Louren alum) hangs owver
tha dining-room tebls, which
the dofigner uses to display his
collaction of Indian tample toys
“I's anothar suitsce
apportuniby—liks the cockiail
iablo—wiere | can play

arnund with collections and

swilch things owl.”
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