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A design team helps longtime clients create

a Southampton getaway as vibrant and fun as
their family vacations on the shore.
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Architecture: Joseph Cerami, Joseph Cerami & Associates Interior Design: Michael Cox, Zunilda Madera and Stephanie Daniels, Foley&Cox
Home Builder: Brian Kuck, BK Kuck Construction Landscape Architecture: Joseph W. Tyree, Joseph W. Tyree Landscape Design Inc.
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or years, a classic shingle-style
vacation house on a windswept
bay in Southampton had been
the ideal escape for a family of
five. But as the homeowners’
children grew up and brought
their spouses and babies in on
the fun, the living spaces and
sleeping arrangements started feeling tighter, and
the floors got sandier.

Then, serendipity: A sun-dappled double lot
just across the street came up for sale. Soon
after, architect Joseph Cerami and designer
Michael Cox—who together had conceived the
aforementioned waterfront retreat—were tasked
with imagining the transformation of this vacant
property into a getaway befitting the family’s
youngest generations.

“T’he new house functions almost as an addition
to the primary residence,” Cerami says of the
resulting structure. Tts three-level floor plan
includes a gym and massage room, as well as a
billiards room and outdoor sport court, plus plenty
of space for indoor and outdoor relaxation. “We
tried to imagine every element of a self-contained
oasis,” Cox explains.

Because the new dwelling would be part of a
family compound, the design team also endeavored
to create connections between the two houses—“as
well as a sense of evolution,” Cox notes. “Certain
fundamental elements are repeated in subtle ways,
while others represent a natural progression.”

The strong yet simple structure that landscape
designer Joseph W. Tyree created with hedges,
hornbeams and stone walls, for example, gave the
new house an immediate sense of belonging. The
cedar shake roof that Cerami designed nods to the
waterfront home’s shingled facade, but punctuating
the roofline with dormers topped with standing-
seam metal made it “more modern looking;” the
architect says of this effect created in collaboration
with general contractor Brian Kuck.

Inside, Cox and colleagues Zunilda Madera and
Stephanie Daniels incorporated the same wide-
plank white oak floors and coffered ceilings used

in the primary home, but traded traditional trim
for simpler, beefier profiles, “so everything was in
a bolder scale,” explains Cox.

This paved the way for visually impactful
moments, such as the dining room’s gigantic, Ingo
Maurer-designed pendant, the interior of which is
painted an intense ultramarine hue. “When we were
installing it, we got a picture of five team members
standing underneath the dome—it’s that large,”
Cox recalls. In the main stairwell, the designers
suspended a 14-foot-long light comprising rope-
bound, hand-blown glass globes—a sculptural take
on Japanese buoys. And for the living room, they
chose a large, woven-rattan pendant. “It’s ‘go bold or
go home,” Cox says of their approach. “We think of
lighting as sculpture hanging from the ceiling.”

Fixtures this daring beg the question, “What do
you put underneath?” Cox admits. For the dining
room, he designed a Corian-topped table whose
impact comes from its massive scale, while, in the
living room, it’s the diptych painting’s “color shock”
that makes a statement, he notes.

The art collection the designers gathered for
the house covers a wide swath of creative expression,
from watercolors to block prints, paintings and
photographs. And, throughout the house, eye-
catching furnishings double as artwork, from
a voluptuous Gaetano Pesce-designed chair
to the foyer’s custom cabinet inspired by Piet
Mondrian’s primary-colored paintings. “That
was a very specific client request,” Cox says of
the latter. “When the homeowner suggested,
‘How about something that feels like Mondrian?’
T'was so happy to see him getting excited about
referencing art as inspiration.”

Eighteen years ago, when Cox embarked upon
the first of numerous homes he would design for
this family, their taste “leaned more traditional,”
he recalls. “But through the years, we pushed the
envelope and started to introduce them to more
contemporary furniture shapes and artists.” This
house is the payoff. “Here, they gave us the ability to
bring in surprises in terms of color and scale,” Cox
says—and in return, they’re treated to design as fun
as the freewheeling vacation vibe it fosters. L
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Above: A guest rcom fealures a cardboard chair from Foley&Cox Home which is “remir
Michael Cox says. Here and throughout, he adds. “We incorporated elements with age, so the house wouldn't feel like a showroom."

sent of Frank Gehry’s work," designer

Opposite: Paintings by Ethan Boisvert and a wool carpet from Aronson'’s Floor Covering add color to the living room. Atelier Vime's
Aramis pendant adds “a fresh elemental reference in lieu of the expected wicker chair," Cox notes



Above: In a modern take on classic Hamptons kitchen style, white cabinetry contrasts with a Cambria quartz-topped
sland painted Benjamin Moore's Hale Navy.

The perimeler countertops are Chiara quarlzite. Thomas Hayes Studio’s
Basic Stools are upholstered in a Dedar stripe and the pendants are by Allied Maker.

Opposite: Retaining walls create a private sunbathing spot enlivened by yellow Blu Ponti ceramic wall tiles from
The Gilded Owl. A sculpture by Dan Droz from Pitts
and zinc ¢

rgh’s Zynka Gallery presides over a Breeze XL sectional

2e table from David Sutherland
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Above: French doors framed by a window wall connect the primary bedroom to a private deck.
The drapes were crafted from Kravel Couture’s Spot On in Blanc. The armchair is from Foley&Cox Home.

Opposite: Kate Holstein’s Dawn Patrol photo over the fireplace and nine black-and-white images by
Michael Dweck set a beachy tone in the primary bedroom. Cabana-stripe sheeting and Euro shams of
Christopher Farr’s Breakwater fabric in Pale Blue cover Lawson-Fenning's Montebello bed.



